Rhetorical Analysis of Chemistry Lab Reports 1 and 2
These lab reports were created for a Chemistry for the Sciences 2 course at Bloomsburg University. Inside these documents, details of experiments and analysis are recorded involving the topics of Enthalpy (Lab Report 1) and Equilibrium (Lab Report 2). I have grouped these two papers together because they are essentially the same format and represent the same basic writing style and skill set. The two documents will be analyzed in the following areas: audience, language, design, technological expertise, and an overall critical response.

Audience – In these particular documents, the main audience was the lab professor and the actual course professor. However, because these are lab reports, in the real world they could be read by pretty much any other scientist or person interested in that specific topic. However, since this wasn’t for a job or anything related to such, the only people which viewed the document were both of those professors.

Language – In these documents, language is extremely important due to an emphasized importance on exactness. Being that these are scientific documents, the primary concern is making sure the facts are presented and stated correctly. Most scientific work, although very professional, isn’t so much concerned about being grammatically perfect as it is being numerically and quantitatively perfect. Terminology such as neutralization, exothermic, endothermic, thyocianate, and standard deviation are pertinent to understanding the topics mentioned in the two lab reports. Also, the use of tables is very important in the effective interpretation of data.
Design – The overall design of these lab reports is very important to the proper reading and understanding of their contents. Basically, every lab report for this specific course should start with an introduction clearly stating the purpose of the lab and a little about the lab itself. The introduction can either be followed or immediately preceded by a list of objectives to be reached during the lab. This gives the reader a good understanding of what was done and why it was done. Afterwards, the details of the process of the lab and the steps involved in its completion should be presented. Once the lab is over, you should finally write down all the data you’ve found and the conclusions you’ve made based on the data. As you can clearly see, the two lab reports follow that particular design making them effective and easy to read.

Technological Expertise – Aside from an advanced understanding of Microsoft Word, these documents showed a variety of technological skills. The use of different measuring devices, lab glassware, and various chemicals are required in order to do these experiments properly. Finally, the tables inside of the lab reports demonstrate a good understanding of the use of Microsoft Excel and how to generate an Excel table into Word.

Critical Response – Overall I think that these documents were done very well. However, if I could go back to when I created them, I would have take more time and been a lot more specific in the recording aspect of this lab. Although I believe my data to be sufficient, I would still like to add more in order to make the reports easier to read for someone with minimal knowledge on the topics. The data is accurate, and I feel it is presented in an easy-to-read layout.
